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Welcome To

Willow class
Year groups 2 and 3


Wimbish Primary Academy is a school where pupils, staff, families and the wider community are all welcomed and feel a sense of belonging. Our aim is for pupils to experience memorable learning through enriching provision, which includes and challenges all. By equipping pupils with skills and knowledge within an accessible, engaging and inspiring curriculum, our aspiration is for children to be independent and confident lifelong learners. Our vision is to be successful, confident and responsible because we respect, we care and we learn. 




Welcome!

Welcome to the new school year! This booklet is an opportunity to have a greater understanding of the systems and expectations of this phase of your child's learning. We hope you will find this to be a useful and helpful guide.


	Willow Class: Years 2 and 3
Class Teacher: Miss Williams
TA: Mrs Winfield 
Sports Coach: Mr Hunt
	



Themes 
Over the year there are main themes, as outlined below. We thought you might like to know these ahead of time so that you can share in your child’s interest. We hope to be able to enrich your child’s learning through visits and visitors.  

	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Romans
	Mountains, Volcanoes & Earthquakes 
	Ancient Greece 


Detailed information about these main themes will be sent to you termly and will show what your child will be taught in all subjects in the termly parent/carer learning overview. In addition, at the end of each week on the weekly Newsletter, you will find a summary of your child’s learning that has taken place. This is written by the teachers and explains what your child has been learning so you have an opportunity to discuss this with your child or continue this learning further at home. 
Trips
School trips are an essential part of our everyday curriculum as they really enhance a child’s understanding and experience of any topic and can provide memories that could last a lifetime. They allow all children to have a common platform of knowledge/language whatever their socio-economic background which will support them throughout the topic. As a result of this, we carefully plan our curriculum around these experiences to make them more meaningful for the children. Obviously, we are very aware of costs, particularly in today’s economic climate, and so we will aim to keep costs as low as reasonably possible. This might mean we swap a trip for an experience day, which will give children an equally rich educational experience.
Once trip plans are finalised, we will send out communication with regards to costs and arrangements. As a school, we do not have the funds to make up any shortfall in payments so subsequently trips or visitors will be cancelled. We do require permission slips for trips which must be signed and handed in on time. If permission is not granted, we will be unable to take your child.



Routines:
The school day begins at 8.30am. We encourage children to ride their bicycles and scooters to school but request they walk from the edge of the pavement with them for the safety of others. Please be aware that the register closes and lessons begin promptly so if your child arrives after this time, doors will be closed and parents will need to speak to the office.
At the end of the day, children will come out of main doors to meet their adult on the green.  It has been made clear to the children that if their adult is not there, they will wait in the office area with staff until parents arrive. Bus children are registered separately and are taken to the bus. Please could you inform the class teacher or office of any changes as soon as possible so we are aware of where your child should be. The year 5/6 children are allowed to walk home on their own from school or from the school bus if you have given permission by letter or email.

If you need to give a message to a teacher and you cannot speak to them easily at the door then please do go to the school office and any messages will be passed on. Please do not enter the classrooms as a matter of Safeguarding.
Water and snacks
Children are encouraged to have water in school to rehydrate their brains during the day. Water must be provided in a named plastic bottle. There are water machines in school to refill bottles if needed. We ask that the bottles go home daily to be washed and returned to school but please do not put them in bags as we end up with wet belongings and books!
[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.google.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT93k7_yuLNHuJCyYM3UdbOAVStk0IHvruay_qE9KC3_Wr--m_4Rw]Children are allowed to bring in a healthy snack for breaktime. This should be a piece of fruit, vegetable sticks or cereal bars. Please check the cereal bars and contents of lunch boxes do not contain any nuts as we have children in school who are highly allergic. Chocolate bars and crisps are not suitable morning break snacks. We are fortunate to be part of the Government’s ‘Fruit and Veg’ scheme which means that all Foundation and Key Stage 1 children are offered a fresh fruit or vegetable morning snack. 
Lunches
All infant-aged children (year 2) are entitled to a free school lunch, as part of the Government scheme. Our meals are all cooked on site and are nutritionally balanced following strict guidelines. Every day, there are 5 lunch choices: meat, vegetarian, jacket potato, pasta and a ‘pick and mix’ packed lunch option. Please remember to order your child’s lunch using the Innovate website.
Children can also bring in a packed lunch from home. We are a ‘Healthy School’ so please ensure you provide your child with a balanced lunch ensuring there are no nuts or nut-based products such as peanut better and Tracker cereal bars.
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Children are to come to school wearing their PE kit on the following days: 
Indoor PE is on Tuesday.
Outdoor PE is on Wednesday. 
Kit should include: 
· Shorts (black or navy) and navy t-shirt/polo shirt for indoor PE (no skorts) and a tracksuit can be worn over the top of this
· Tracksuit (black or navy), purple t-shirt/polo shirt, outdoor trainers and socks for outdoor games. 
· Earrings and jewellery must not be worn. If you child has their ears pierced, it is preferable that they do not wear these earrings on PE days to ensure they are removed and safe. If this is not possible, pupils must be able to independently take these out.
· Hair below chin length needs to be tied back, please ensure you have a hairband in school where necessary. 
· Indoor PE is dance and gymnastics and no trainers are to be worn. If your child has a verruca, please ensure these are covered in tape or plasters prior to coming to school, or provide the office with some tape for covering these for hygiene purposes.
· If your child does not have the correct PE kit- such as no shorts for gymnastics- then they will not be able to participate in the lesson due to Health and Safety reasons.
Outdoor Clothing: 
We are an OPAL school (Outdoor Play and Learning) and we go out in all weathers! Please ensure your child has a suitable coat (named) when there is cold or damp weather. 
Clothing needed:
-Named wellies (which will be kept at school)
-a named waterproof coat (which could stay at school in locker/bag)
-named waterproof trousers (ideally)
For summer, children should have a sunhat and can bring in sun cream (in a named bottle) to apply themselves, if necessary. 
Equipment
The school provides basic stationery in the classroom although these should be replaced if lost or damaged. Children should not bring in their own stationery and they will be asked to put it away in their bag to keep it safe. Children in year 3 are given the option to write in pen or pencil to allow them to take independence. However, on occasion it may be arranged that a child returns to pencil for a while to focus on handwriting formation and presentation.
Children can bring schoolbags, although should be small enough to fit easily in their lockers/ on their peg as well as their named coat.
Homework
Key Stage 2 pupils (year 3) will have access to Times Tables Rockstars which they can use for practising key skills. 
Reading
In Infants (year 2), we expect the children to read at least 4 times a week at home. It is crucial that your child practises their segmenting and blending; phonics and comprehension skills every day. Please ask your child lots of questions about what they have read to develop their comprehension skills (there are also questions at the back of the Rocket Phonics books that they bring home). There is also a reading VIPERS bookmark attached to your child’s Reading Record home/school book to help with questioning. Re-reading their book several times helps with fluency and comprehension. Further details are to follow regarding the upcoming Phonics and Reading workshops. 
In Key Stage 2 (year 3), your child will take part in whole class reading sessions. This involves reading the same text as a class before discussing aspects of comprehension. The children will read their reading book to an adult on a much less frequent basis; therefore it is important for you to hear your children read at home – even if they are a more confident reader to ensure they understand the more challenging vocabulary and plots within these books.  
Children will also choose 1 library book and have the opportunity each week to change the reading books they are reading. We have created a list of 100 recommended reads for Year 3. These are high quality, fantastic texts which are recommended for the age group. We strongly recommend pupils challenging themselves to read and enjoy as many of these books as they can. Some children like to can check off the book once they’ve read it as a mini personal challenge!
To further encourage independence, we encourage Year 3 children to write in their reading record book to show when they are reading either alone or to an adult at home- adults can write in there too if they wish! 

Swimming
Swimming will take place in the Summer term for all Key Stage 2 pupils.  You will be informed of plans for swimming in Summer later in the school year. 

Behaviour
Please refer to the updated behaviour policy, available in paper version from the office or online on the school website.

Communication
Your child’s education is a joint partnership between us and you as parents.  Throughout the year, there will be opportunities to share information at parent consultation meetings and through written reports, but there may be occasions when you wish to speak to the class teacher. If you need to give a message to a teacher and you cannot speak to them easily at a door then please do go to the school office and any messages will be passed on. We are happy to chat at pick up so don’t hesitate to come and ask any questions or raise any queries. The class email system is also an effective way of contacting the class teacher to share pieces of information or ask any questions.

In line with the Academy Trust Policy, all staff have up to 2 working days to acknowledge receipt of emails, telephone calls or letters and then 5 workings days to follow up in more detail. Teachers are asked to reply to correspondence between the hours of 8am and 5:30pm. Please do not email anything urgent and please remain respectful and conscious of the fact we may not be able to access these emails during the school day.

The email is: willow@wimbishprimary.org

 
Parent/Family helpers 
We know that many of you have busy lives, but if you do feel you could spare any time in a morning or afternoon, once a week, we would really appreciate parental help. This would include hearing readers, going on trips, helping with craft activities and doing various jobs in the classroom.  Helpers need to have a DBS check, so if you would like to help in this role, please contact the school office. 
Contact details/permissions
Please inform the office as soon as possible if there are any changes to your contact details (emails, addresses, telephone numbers) or photo permissions so we can update this on Bromcom. 
And finally... Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to working with you and your child throughout the year.
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